
Step 1. Persuasive Speech
Create a one-minute speech that explains your reasons why Team Now is better than 

Team Later — or Team Later is better than Team Now, it’s your choice. Your goal is to 

convince others to share your viewpoint and get them to agree with you. A persuasive 

speech can cause people to buy something or do something … like convincing your 

parents that extra dessert is a great idea. 

A strong persuasive argument contains a few different points. Below is an outline to 

help you craft your convincing speech:

Start with your  claim : the main point of your argument. If your speech is about getting 

more dessert, you might say, “Extra dessert makes people happy.”

Explain the logic or rationale of your argument. “Dessert is the part of the meal that 

contains the most sugar. Sugar is sweet and everyone loves it.”

Share the emotional aspects of your argument with your listeners. “Susie cried yesterday 

because she was only allowed one cookie. Susie is very sad when desserts are so small.”

Underline the  urgency of your argument. “There could be a worldwide dessert shortage 

tomorrow! We should eat more dessert while we have it.”

End with a strong closing statement. “Dessert. Now. It’s what the people want.”

Team Now versus Team Later
On Today, Explained, we arrived on the Island of Explained in the middle of an election 

between Team Now and Team Later. If you hate to wait, you may want to join Team 

Now. You’re someone who saves? Sounds like you’re Team Later. Which team do you 

support? What about your friends and family? Using political campaign strategies, 

create a persuasive argument and see if you can convince others to join your team.
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Materials needed: 

Apply these five steps — claim, logic, emotion, urgency, closing — 
to convince your listeners to join Team Now or Team Later.



Step 3. Tally It Up
After you’ve made all your calls, tally up your votes. But wait! You don’t have a winner yet! 

Using the chart below, find out your true election results based on the Electoral College. 

To do this, take the winner from each state and add the number of Electoral College votes.

Are the results the same? Different? Do you feel like this election was fair?

Bonus activity:
Find out each of the voters’ counties too! You’ll see why in the discussion guide!

Step 2. Phone Banking
There are many ways that politicians reach voters. One is through phone banking. 

Phone banking is a process that campaigns use to identify supporters and persuade 

others to vote for a candidate or a cause. 
 

Now it’s time to make some calls. Try to find friends and relatives who live in different 

states across the country and would be down to take part in your phone banking 

experiment. The more the better! 

Explain the idea of the two parties (what does Team Now stand for? what does Team 

Later represent?). Then use your persuasive argument to try to convince them to vote 

for your side. At the end of the call, record the person’s name, what county and state 

they live in, and whether they voted for Team Now or Team Later.
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Discussion Guide

The history of the right to vote in America is a history of conflict, 

of struggling for the right to vote.  Many people died trying to 

protect that right. I was beaten, and jailed because I stood up 

for it.  For millions like me, the struggle for the right to vote is not 

mere history; it is experience. ... 

We must ensure every vote and every voter counts. The 

vote is the most powerful non-violent tool we have in a 

democratic society.  We must not allow the power of the 

vote to be neutralized.  We must never go back.”

As we learned through the Island of Explained 2020 Now versus Later elections, the democratic 

process can be complicated and, like a Zoom birthday, isn’t always the “party” we’d hoped for. 

Children and youth under age 18 can’t vote (grrrr!). However, understanding the history of voting 

rights will make you a more informed voter when the time comes. Plus, in the meantime, you can 

educate the adults in your life! For example, voting was not a right initially granted to everyone. 

Women and minorities gained the right to vote only after generations of activism and protest. 

Leaders like the late John Lewis dedicated their whole lives to fighting for the right to vote. 
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The discussion guide below is designed to introduce young people to the Voting 

Rights Act of 1965, encourage families and educators to explore present-day 

challenges to voting rights, and imagine new solutions. 

John Lewis, 
Civil rights leader
US congressional representative
(February 21, 1940 – July 17, 2020)

Jeff Hutchens/Getty Images 



For example, the Selma-to-Montgomery Marches and 

televised police assaults of John Lewis and other activists, 

created national pressure to adopt the Voting Rights Act 

(VRA) of 1965. Oh yeah, BTW we’re going to use the 

acronym VRA a bunch; like enough that you’ll be BFFs 

ASAP, str8t ROTFL 24/7, IRL. 

• How many of your callers were in the nine “Section 5” states?   

How about the 55 specific counties? Tip: to find a list of 

counties, visit the Justice Department’s Civil Rights Division site, 

https://www.justice.gov/crt/jurisdictions-previously-covered-section-5 

• How could you make it easier for the people you phoned to learn 

about candidates and cast their vote? 

• How would you change your approach if your callers didn’t speak 

your language? Maybe voters don’t have phones, how would you 

include them?  

The VRA prohibited racial discrimination in voting everywhere in the United States. Section 5 

of the VRA, known as its “heart,” required states with the worst histories of voter discrimination 

to get federal permission before changing their voting or election laws. 

Thanks to Section 5, voters in Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, South 

Carolina, Texas, and Virginia (as well as 55 specific counties and municipalities in California, Flori-

da, Michigan, New York, North Carolina, and South Dakota) were protected from 

discrimination on the basis of race or language. 
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“Hey, I thought voters were protected!” That sounds like it happened only in the past. Is 

the VRA still around!? Yes, the Voting Rights Act is still here. But it’s been taken apart. 

In 2013, the US Supreme Court ruled against a formula in VRA Section 4, which prevented 

Section 5 from working. This opened the door to racial discrimination in the election 

process. For example, within 24 hours of the ruling, Texas proposed a voter ID law that was 

so strict it would have prevented over 600,000 registered voters from casting ballots. 

Well, fingers crossed this is just a Texas problem, right? Nope. Toes crossed? Nope. Without 

Section 5, a growing number of states and localities are engaging in voter suppression, 

making it difficult for some Americans — particularly Black, brown, and Indigenous people, 

older people, students, and people with disabilities — to exercise their right to vote. 

  Creating new barriers to becoming a registered voter 

  Erasing millions of eligible voters from the list of who is allowed to vote

  Implementing strict voter identification laws

  Redrawing voting district lines (this is called gerrymandering, and it is used         

  to keep groups of people who vote alike within the same district)

  Shortening voting hours and days (so some people can’t vote because   

  they can’t get to the polling place until after their work hours)

  Closing polling places (so some people have to travel farther to vote)
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Ways people are kept from voting in the US include:



Below are a handful of voter suppression examples 
documented by the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU):

Using at least three of the ACLU examples, if voter suppression tactics were used in the 

Now versus Later elections, what would they look like? What could you do to help 

ensure voters were not excluded?

Between 2014 and 2016, almost 16 million voters were taken off the voting 

rolls. VRA Section 5 areas had significantly higher erasure rates. In 2017 alone, 

nearly 670,000 voter registrations were canceled in Georgia.

Only 40 percent of polling places fully accommodate people with disabilities. 

One-third of voters who have a disability report difficulty voting.

Rather than make inexpensive, temporary modifications (cones, ramps, 

propping open heavy doors) to ensure buildings are accessible to people with 

disabilities, leaders choose to close polling places entirely. Several Section 5 

states (Alaska, Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina, Louisiana, Mississippi) 

have justified closing polling places by saying they can’t comply with the 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

More than 21 million US citizens do not have government-issued photo 

identification. Requiring that a person show a government-issued ID (such 

as a driver’s license) in order to vote excludes those 21 million citizens.

States vary widely on returning voting rights to people who have committed a 

felony crime, commonly called voter disenfranchisement. Some ban voting 

for life (like in Iowa). Some ban voting only during the time the person is in jail. 

Some ban voting while on probation or parole after getting out of jail. Some 

don’t take away the voting rights of people with felony convictions at all (like 

Maine and Vermont). 

Across the country, counties with larger minority populations have fewer 

polling sites and poll workers per voter. 
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Like the echoes in the Island of Explained Cave of Batwai, you might be wondering 

(but-)why we waded so deeply into the mucky side of elections? Well, just like in our phone 

banking, it’s important to understand and be able to describe different sides of an issue. 

Plus, now that we know about some of the injustices in our election process, we can figure 

out ways to take action! Here are some examples of current ways people across the 

country are standing up for everybody’s right to vote: 

Reclaim voting rights 
Many voters do not know they’ve been taken off the rolls until they show up to vote. 

Connect with an organization that contacts voters recently purged, or at risk for purging, 

and inform them of their voting rights. For example, Reclaim Our Vote is a volunteer network 

that uses postcard mailings, door-to-door canvassing, and (insert airhorn!) phone banking 

(insert more airhorn!) to reach out to voters, especially in VRA Section 5 states.

Supporting grassroots, youth-led voting projects 
Many voting rights projects are led by small, grassroots community groups and 

organizations, increasingly youth-led. Local organizations may have a better sense of the 

day-to-day voting barriers than state-level leaders. Organizations like the Movement Voter 

Project maintain a clearinghouse of hundreds of grassroots groups. You can search for your 

state or by close races or by ballot measures.

Expand voting access during Covid-19 
We need to make the election process better to meet the needs of voters during the 

coronavirus pandemic. Recently, a bill called the VoteSafe Act 2020 was introduced 

“to expand vote-by-mail and early voting, and to improve the safety, accessibility, and 

efficiency of in-person voting during elections for Federal office.” The bill calls for a relief 

package “to expand no-excuse absentee vote-by-mail while also ensuring the safety and 

accessibility of in-person voting and voter registration.” 

Continue the legacy of John Lewis
Two recently introduced bills to follow are the John R. Lewis Voting Rights Act of 2020” and 

the “John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act. The bills would restore the full protections 

and modernize the Voting Rights Act, as well as provide the federal government with other 

critical tools to combat voter suppression. 
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But that’s not it. What, you haven’t heard? It’s all the whisper around the island. Word on the beach is 

that you are the top pick of the new administration to oversee all elections on the Island of Explained. 

Yup, from student body president, block club, city council, governor, and up. You’re about to be the 

chief elections official (CEO). We really hope there will be cake at your party! 

As CEO, will you push for automatic, online, and same-day voter registration? Will we have early 

voting? Will the “I Voted” stickers get a redesign? Will there be VRA4eva swag bags? Will your sibling’s 

imaginary friends get voting rights? What new strategies will you dream up to ensure the 2024 election 

is the most fair, transparent, and inspiring election the Island of Explained has ever seen? 

Please record your phone bank pitch, pictures of your Electoral College map, or highlights of your 

2024 CEO plan and share your experience on Twitter and Instagram with #TodayExplainedLearning. 

Can’t wait to see you next month for more Today, Explained to Kids!

Activity and discussion guide developed by early childhood education specialists 
Rachel Giannini and Saleem Hue Penny.
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With so many innovative strategies to ensure voting rights, what 

can we expect from the Island of Explained chief elections official? 

Sketch out your 2024 plan! 


